Creating a cultural shift. A gerontological enrichment program for acute care.
As the number of older adults in acute care rises, acute care specialty nurses must gain gerontological knowledge in their nursing practice with older patients. A blend of two bodies of knowledge and competencies is required to care effectively for older adults in the hospital. To this end, a gerontological enrichment program was developed to improve care to hospitalized older patients by augmenting acute care nurses competencies with gerontological skill, knowledge, and abilities. This article will explain the implementation details, the anticipated outcomes for nurses and older acutely ill patients, the evaluation process, and the strategies that are in place to maintain the gains.